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I took over the events role last year, building on the work of Andrew Bryant.  Andrew 
and I conducted a discussion on events at the club development conference in 
January, looking at strengths and weaknesses and opportunities to move on, adapting 
to new circumstances.  Another season has now passed and it would be timely early in 
2012 to take another look at how events have worked or not worked out. 
 
It is evident that the points system at senior level and, arguably, the lack of a system for 
Masters need looking at again and it seems that moves are afoot nationally to look at 
both.  The current senior system is certainly skewing the way many if not all clubs enter 
regional regattas.  The lack of a points-type system for Masters is perhaps inhibiting 
entries.  We will contribute to the debate at national level when appropriate. 
 
Primary events last year and this seem to have struggled to get enough entries to run. 
There will be a number for reasons for this.  One must be the need now for most races 
to be qualifying.  The NRC will be discussing whether there are alternative ways of 
promoting inter-club rowing, perhaps under the Explore Rowing banner. 
 
And talking of Explore Rowing, the NRC has agreed to take the Great North Row under 
its wing in 2012, offering practical assistance and a degree of underwriting of costs.  
The event in 2011 was a great success, but it does need more numbers to make it 
viable. 
 
I spent quite a deal of time over the summer discussing with clubs and events the 
programme for April 2012 to March 2013.  Not all events had envisaged moving the 
same way date-wise, some wanting to move forward and others back.  For the 
regattas, some were focussed on the relationship to bank holidays, others to university 
terms. 
 
Thanks to the flexibility offered by some clubs and some juggling of Saturdays, there 
was a near solution.  The final piece of the jig-saw was put in place by Tyne Regatta 
opting to move to a Sunday (the day after Hexham, as in 2010) and the problem was 
solved.  I think we have also managed to anticipate tides right through to April 2013 for 
those events affected and should not suffer late date changes as has happened 
recently. 
 
Although not part of the Events brief, I can report here on the updating of the North 
East Rowing online web site.  I have taken over its running (and also moderating the 
Northern Rowing Yahoo group) from Ken Hastie.  I do not know personally how long 
Ken ran the two sites, but a vast amount of work must have gone in over the years and 
I am sure the AGM will wish to offer its thanks to him. 
 
I have been tidying up loose ends on the site. The Contacts page is now about 80% up 
to date and should be 100% soon.  The News page is being updated regularly from 
items sent direct or picked up from other sources, the Results page is reporting 
currently on the LDS/SBH head races and the NRC pages now have all meeting 
papers, etc for 2011 uploaded.  Other pages will be reviewed as time allows. 


